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dish Acadkemy of Sciences and. the Forty signed a few years ago, due o0 o large
extent ta the efforts of our past President professor Marini Bendlo, who is
unfortunately seriously ill and canniot be here todsy, and part through the acti
vity of the ltalian Council of Research and of its Finalized Project on Special
Materials, which extends its research well beyond national activity, striving for
the establichment of intemational contacts in several countries, where technology
and development arc advanced ar the highest level

Therefore, after the firsr, and successful, joint Swedish-lralian Meeting in
Pites, we begin the second sympostum of the scries which is devated 1o "New
materials: trends and prospects”, with  more ample and extended selection of
themes for reports, comparisons, and discussions.
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consequently a more systematic possibility both for an overview of the siate of
art of matcrials science in hoth Countries, and for detuiled, deep substantial eva.
luation of the selected topics.

The adopted formula, for this symposium, matches exaetly the first Sympo-
sium held in Sweden in 1992, The opening meeting is in the capital city of the
host Country, the actual works will be continued in a telatively secluded part of
Italy, namely on the island of Tschia, south of Rome in the Tyrrhenian sea. We
shall not be able fo show you in Ischia the suggestive scenery of Norhem
Sweden, as you did in Pites, we shall try to respond with the charm of onc of
the Jess known, but not of the less beauriful, islands of the Mediterranean sea

The contents of this sympositm deserve some more comments. Science is
constantly improving. Targets and choice of goals are today continuously chan-
sing. Chemistry is evolving in several dircctions. One of the most significant
ones is matcrials chemistry, 5 field 10 which incressing atteation is being paid
also by physics, technology and engincering. Chemistry has been often blamed
i the recent decades for being the source of wnnarurl, pellting. subiy or vio-
lendy harmful substances; now however we arc on the way of re-
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sy unthinkable useful properties. Chemistry has often been not acually blamed,
but noted for purting excessive weight on fundamental aspects, often uscless and
sometimes even abstruse. Now, chemistry is called to give s contribution, and
it is an essential one, to synthesis, modification and treatment of materials which
ate it of all ueful to man and upt to improve his qualty of lfe. The expan
ding role of biomaterials s # highly significant cxample in this direction,

Chemistry has oficn been blamed in the past for being or being chielly
used as an aid 1o industry, for its money-making scopes, with litle or no con-
siderution for possible additional benefits to mankind, and with lire or no
regard 1o harmful aspects, waste of resources and pollution hazacds. Modern
materials science is however now operating In & quite different scenario, where
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s, commen people and industeial production have been warned and

well aware of past errors, and of the necessity of exploiting human and
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activities.
Thanks are alio due 1o the saff who has spared no effarts for the success

. Mrs. llaria Bencini of the CNR and Mrs. Francesea Vasta




