G.B. MARINLBETTOLO (*)

Opening Remarks (")

First of all I wish to welcome and thank you who have scocpied our
{nwitation to come here undertaking a Jong twip with all its discomforss, and all
those who have sccepted. w collaborme ia the snceess of this conference, such
as the Talian Society of Tropical Medicine and the Iialisn Socicry of Pharms-
ceutical Sciences.

The holding of this congress in this hinwosic place — which shows 18 the
continuity of the civilization of Reme through the medieval corpoeations of the
Ascsata], whe were in charge of the preparation. of phasmaceuticals, up 0 the
pocsent indussria] reality — is @ symbol of the continaity of man's progress as
be faoes the furure.

In the comstructive spirit which should inspire these meetings, T invite the
speakess, aftet having spoken on the theme of our confereice, 1o glve constractive.
consideration, o the various problems. involved and their relstive priorities and
10 discuss. approaches to solutians

The results which we will arrive at can be of great help o goveraments
for a new policy which takes into consideration both the social necds and
coopération in lmptoving the standard of living of the developing countries

Ameng the dutles of the Academios of Sciences there It cemainly thai of
promoting oll those sclentific initistives which call pablic stention to those
qoestions which sclence might be able to solve and which regard science ftself
and present important socil and ethical aspects.

Todsy the Acsdery, in agrecmens with the Department of Science and
Research and Devclopment of the Evropean Communlsy, proposcs the theme of
those pharmacestienls necossary to cure some fare discsses — pharmaceaticals
which are necessary for the patients bat absolutely uneconomical and therefare
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not considerod for production and commesclalizstion by the pharmsceutical in-
dusiy, focgotien pharmaceuseals which have boen suggentively defosd fos hese
peculiarities of thelrs as “ocphan dru

Naturally ssch an Important event, from the social point of view, coukd not
fall to siiract the attention of public authorities in the developed world. The
gorecrament of the United States has taken messures 1o’ promote the ressarch
and production of orphen drugs by a special law. In Tnaly cermaln Indtiatives
have been 1aken through programs of the CNR (National Research Council of
Tealy) and reseach by she Tstituto Superiore di Sanird (Depurtment X

At this paint I think it would be very pecessary to establish on the inter- 1

sational level — and for this we hive with us mumerous scientius from all
parss of the world — g crodible definition of orphun drugs; this wocld lead us |
mmqmﬂy 10 the recoguition of somve rare modem diseases which e alio i t
called discases

Once we have csrablshed our s and Lt we would dhen ceste a | r
series of premises to asure basic rescarch and development of these pharma-

‘couticals 00 an intessational busis, i view of the Henited market nationally.

At the sume time, the indivikial coumries would have to study procedures
on the technical and administeative levels — such my the reghuration and pro-
tection of puients — so that there would pot be cbatacles o thels prxluction
and distrbeition.

Te will not be asy 1o guide production alani these lines u.uwuu have
lad pessonally o very cear manifestation of the desire of & luge swor of
phasmaceatical indussry not ro be involved in this debate, so that it s difficnlr
10 find speakicts to discuss actual Indusirial themes

Howeser, the discussion of orphan drogs s noc limited 1o tare diseases;

theve cxist in the tropics endemic disesses, parasiic and otherwise, from leprosy
1o malaria, which affect abmost two billion people — half of the preseac workl
popalatioa — for whom the pharmaceuticals necessary 1o cure them have been
oudated o inadequate. 1 might meation chlorouine, 1o which today the plasmo-
dium of malaris hes become resistant in vast regions of the world. Other phatmac
centicals for malaria 4nd other tropical discases are not always effective and often
o toxie.
Endemic disease mesns o very sctious obstacle in the puth of development,
1t s necossasy in chis field w do the rescarch again from the beginning. A start
in chis direction was made in 1973 by the World Health Organization with the
peogrm on Tropical Discate Rescirch, but this is not adeqoare and shoald be
cxpanded and made more effective on the level of the individual nations which
shoakd eooperate for development

Today the difficuliy of finding « new phamaceutical requires that almest
all orlemed research be carried on enly by structures which are economically and
scientifically valid, dhar is, by lage pharmaceutical induurics.  However, these
compuaies, which must give mn sccounting o thels sockboldecs, cannot undertake
cosly projocts which may have limited commercial success. I fact, tropical
diseases 100 arc orphan diseases, since the pharmaceuticals 10 cure and prevent
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thea arc also orphin drags, for alihosgh they woald have millions of poteatial

important front on which we must act with
regard o the orphan drugs. For this reason we have invited scientists who are
working In Africa and Lasin Amezica in ondet 1o seview with them the objectives
aod prioeities, and especially to propose a nw swaiegy ta the operatant and 1o
pablic opinion, oot only in Haly bat in the whale world.

T this there ace already some favorsble: signs: the sesearch for vacsines
against malarla, curried on in the United States and in England, the scarch for
& vacclne againar Joproey. which Coowit in Vencmels Is mymgna-lmﬁr
discovery thet the armadillo. makes it possible 1o do experiments in s,
atudics. on ricketisiosis and trypanosomiasis being made i warious Alrican mm.
institutes, the biochemsical research at the cellular level of Trypanarone cruzi by
our colleague Stoppani In Argeatina

Te It & vast feld of Fuscruting rsearch on the sientifi froatier, Today ia
onder o eombat u parssite or & microorgaaisaa, it i secesary to kpow its bo-
chemical life cycles: n ecent years the eapacity of cermain prowsos 1 madify
thels mombrancs and 1o adspt themselves o new sirations has been dis
Surcly the. blochemcal. and  immmnologieal approach of this tesessch can’ give
xtractdinary,resilis,

The Acsdemy and the Furopean Commanity, in proposing the sbjects for
this mesting, wanted not only to bring these problams 1o the atcention of the
organizatlons responsible for rescasch, health and development in cach nation, but
expecially — a5 should be the case with every scientific conference — to deter
mine frein your presensations and discusslons the requirements for a feasible
project in this very important, somewhat ncglected sector which can Jead 10 @
new concrete undorraking 1o make its influence el fn the baule against diseases.

The Academy thanks for the suppors given for ihis meeting the Eutopean
Commission and Merck, Sharp and Dohme, Ttaly.




