The Accademis delle Sciense detta doi XL organised In March $9th an
Inlmﬂummmnn‘h&mhﬂ@suw spomsoced by the
Directorate Geaeral for Science Research and Development of the EEC and with
the collaboration of the *Socierd Italisns di Medicina Tropicale® and the *Societd
Ttaliana di Scierse Farmaceutiche”.

The

and production of *Orphan Drugs™ s fmportant for both
their social impaci and the Insernational responsibilires towards the needs of
= .

Under this definition, which applies to'a workdwide approach to the problem
and not the bealth policies of single countries, we may consider two main
casgories:

1 - Drugs for rare diseases;

2 - Drugs for devcloping countrics, and in particular new drugs for tropiesl

From this peint of view the participants discussed three main items:
&) the identification of the targets and their possible prioriics
b) the methods o promare research
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the. necessary first step to focusing global research capscities, inchuding biotechnol.
ogies, for the control and eventuat eeadication of these diseases. It hat been
stressed that in developing countries new drugs would ot be sufficient for the
conteol of the diseases niess accompanied by a vector control — in respect 1o the
eoviranment — and by a bygienic and somioeconomic education.

A realistic approach for obusining new deugs for the sbave pusposcs shadkd |
be bused o international collsboration between seadcmia, rescarch instituscs and
indusiry,

Oving t the high cont of a new drag (about 30-60 milion. deflars) and the

The development of new drugs geoenally sequires basic rescarch on the
etialogy of the diseases, and In the case of communicable discases, on the mode of i
transmaission and on the biology of the puﬁ-,m agent, Fundamenial research i
shoold rake place mainly fn the research centres of developing countries which |
since the beginning of this contury have greaily contributed to the sdvancement
of knowledge in this field. |

The development of new drugs based on the above resules should e under. 1
taken in cooperation with the sclentists of developing countries,

‘The possibility of manufacturing these drugs In developing countrics should h
be considered: the positive results obtained in these countries in the production |
of imporant vaccines and medicinal products should be Further developed.

‘The promation of rescarch oa arphin drugs for rare diseases may be achieved
through private and public financing and at the national and incernmional Jevels,

1 the case of new slrugs fur developing couiniries; the Imporrnce of.
the fundamental research carried out in these nations and the need 1o support their
research centres should be siressed,

Collaboration berween developing countrics should be encoursged and alio
the North-South cooperation, especially n the training snd in the we of highly
specialized tecinologies, should be supported,

Financing of these progrums could be made by allocsting 10 this purpose
percent, even soall, of the fuads assigned to development by the various nations.

International centres of research and formation, such #s those on biotechnol-
ogies of Trieste and New Delli, could be of gest imporunce for promoting
spesific rescarch in, this ficki and for the formatian of the gperators,

It is kaown that poblic and private funds of many couniries. are available,
which could be wtilized for this purpose.

| National and International Acsdemics of Science (the Academy of Science of
| the Third World, the Latin-American Academy of Sclence) could cooperate in
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:&dm with pational and international organizations 10 establish priorities

and programms for developing new drugs. mm.mﬂgmmm
control endemic diseases which at the present moment conttitute the main Mg
tive factor. bindering development. Also for orphan diseascs it is important in &
social context o promore: research for new drugs.

The participanis in the mesting, representing scadesnia, industry
centres of many countries, suggest that this document should be submitted 1o the
&:mlnmmlm&mlamnhnndbewbpmilhew

They.
be brought 10 the arieation of the
Mational Agenci

Tt is imporuant to wress the need for prompt action in pro-
moting reseasch, development and manafacture of orphan drugs, maialy those
for tropical diseases.

“This document shoold abo be sent by the Accademin delle Scienze 1o the
United Nations and their Agencics, in order to give the broadest suppart to this
injtiative.




