C.G. CASINGVI(*)
Research of New Drugs for Idatitosis (')

1 will not get involved in the definitian of the inwerpretation of *Qrphan
Dregs » sincc this aspect of the problem has been debaied, both bere and in the
post, by much mose qualified people. 1 will Bimit mpsclf 1o the Mlustzstion of
& small research program we have st up 1o give our contribution 1o & problem
which can be considered a5 belonging to the subject for an aspect) of this
meeting,

In planning new wesearch aress for the Laboratary of Medicinal Chemissry
of the Istirow Superiore di Sanisd, following the suppestion given by Professor

of international interest; i) the incidence of such a discase In depressed areas
of Traly and the consequent not isvelevans kmpact on the nationsl economy;
dii) the existence in our Institute of the sciemific. “competences® neccaury to
stusting up a research program, at least for its first stages. The plan 1 will briefly
illastrate now is the result of the combined efforts of the Departments of Phar-
macology (Prof. V. Lengo), Parasitology (Prof. A. Mantovaad), Medicinal Chen
By (Prof. G. Settimj) and Veterinary Medicine (Dr. R. Loreraiai) of our
Institute. The overall susstegy for a start involved thees main steps: 1) & sultable
bislogical model; i) the study of the actica va such 1 model of well established
deugs for controlling the discase; i) the testing in sich a model, of new potential
drug candidates, of synthetic as well a5 of natural origin.

The biological test consists of & fist stage of in pitro assags: the protosco-
Ivces of Echinococeus grannlosus will be exposed o suitable concentrations of the
componad 10 be tewed and theic ability 1o develop the evagination stape eval-
uated sccording 1o the test elaborated by Wikerhauser.

icuto Superiore di Sasith - Lahoraorin dells Chismicn el Farmace, Réos.
Preseated at tho Tntermationa] Meesing « New Sttategien for Orpban Dosgs's (o,
9ok March 1983),
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The well established drugs io be cousiddered s cxpesimental guidelines for
the cvabuation of their action(s) on the. biological Tandel see: M 2
le, Albendarole, Gris i

The new spmubctic products
faz reported 10 be active, ‘irtiers” in onder 10 cross the cellalar
harrier, sad of new compounds inspired to the structure of the natural compound
to:be scrected in the chosen biological model, should they prove. 10 be Lot

The natural eompouads. wehich will be subject
smang chose isoloied by us in the past shich

satines

11 18 Bos o aim, por oue bope, to Fid » new efucive deug o cadlciig

the dicise: we will consider ounelves suffciently rewirded IF e s o

Elriag a peskive conteibution 12 the underanding of same avpects of e e,

i of actlon of drugs agalme an orphun discase aad o the scintifc Inpoora.
ment of developing counteies,




