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Farcword

History of contemporary science, 2 it is knows, has an important place
amang the our Acadkemy's present tasks. Out Institution owns & rich historical
‘Acchive, dating fram 1786 to the preseat, which thos covers twn centuries of
lively lualian history and of extraordioaty scientific developments, perhaps
unique collection. of this kind i Traly (1).

Amang the Acudemy's eadowrnents there are also remarkable masuscript
‘mateials of high hisworical interest — for crample the comrespondence of St
aishao Cannizzaro, Augusto Righi ind Emanucle Patemd — and besides, one
of the two copics of the Atchive of the History of Quantum Physics, available
at present in Europe. Within the Academy, the Center foe the History of Coa-
{emporary Science promates initiatives to cncounsge fescarch i the ficld of
the history of modesa and contemporary science, including the Academy’s

The presideat of the Center, Fdoardo Amald, is assisted by 8 Commitiee
cummposed of Giuscppe Montalent, Giuscppe Penso, and Emilio Segré and the
undessigned, all from the Academy, and by the Professors Salvo D'Agasting
20d Michelangelo De Maria from the Univessity of Rome, La Sapicoaa, actiog
a5 Secretasies.

On the occasion of its bicentennial, In 1982, the Acudemy wished to call
atteqtion to some aspects of the Tralian history of science, which are somehow
Celated 1o its past activities. L am pleased to mention among the lttes the papers

same volume appenr alsa the contributions given to the foundation of the Aca-
demy by distinguishod scientists 4 Lorgna, Spallansaai, Felice Fontans, Moscatl
~and Mairone da Ponte.

A complete account of the history of the Acsderny, by Giuseppe Penso,
hias been published in 1978, under the title: Seiatl italioni ¢ Unitd d*lisha (&8
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In this spirit the Acsdemy considering the activity in the feld of history

of Science 3 an important part of its committments, has sponsored fn 1084

the Congresrs Nagionsle del Grappo Talians per le Storia dells Fisics of the Consi-

fio Nujonsie dilie Ricerche andl has hosted & Scssion of the Coagress, and now

publishes in its Memorie & Sciere Figiche ¢ Notaafl, the Cangress Paoceed-
ings, an impormant contribution fo the history of physics.
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